To: Members of Laura Fergusson Trust — Auckland ‘
From: Ray Finch, Chief Executive Officer
LAURA
Date: 13 February 2026 FERGUSSON
TRUST
Subject: February 2026 Newsletter

Dear members, stakeholders, and the wider community,
| can't believe it is February already - time flies when there is so much happening.

Last week we officially opened the transitional accommodation in Wesley, which we'’ve kept
members abreast of over the past year. A mammoth effort to renovate an older home to be safe
and suitable for people with physical disabilities. This home will be a place for people to continue
their rehabilitation with dignity; a space they will be happy to call home.

We were thrilled to host a number of members who attended the open day. The weather treated
us well and we held several events throughout the day.

At dawn, we had the official blessing by Ngati Whatua Orakei. It was a beautiful morning
ceremony with a dozen attendees from Ngati Whatua Orakei along with the LFT Board and LFT
team. The house now feels ready to be lived in. We appreciate the time that Ngati Whatua
Ordkei gave us.

Entering the house at the Moving through the Ngati Whatua Ordkei, Lee Taniwha,
start of the blessing house - #8 living area LFT Board and Team.

At 10 am, we had the official opening event, attended by representatives of ACC, MSD, funders,
numerous suppliers and generous sponsors, as well as so many people who needed to be
thanked for their generosity. David Seymour, while unable to attend, provided his support the
week before and via a video sent to us to be played on the day.

The opening presentation The refreshed back garden



In the afternoon, we enjoyed hosting many members through the home and shared the future
strategy and plans with them.
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Adam O'Gram (LFT) with Ray Finch (LFT) with Jade Farrar Philip Steven (member) with
Kevin Miller (MS Auckland - (member) Sandy Howard-Whitty (LFT)

corporate member)

A fantastic turnout at all events, a day filled with reflection, excitement, pride and amazing
feedback.

Such good feedback in fact, as mentioned above we
had a visit from Hon David Seymour and TVNZ, with a
One News article broadcasted on TVOne News Saturday
7 February. If you missed it, visit our Facebook post on 9
February to view the clip.

We also had an RNZ interview and article with host
Kathryn Ryan last week:

RNZ - Spinal rehab centre re-opens after five-year closure
- Arficle

Rest assured we aren’t stopping here. If you want to
keep up to date with everything we are doing follow us
via our social media channels on Facebook and
LinkedIn (if you have access already), as well as our
website Laura Fergusson Trust - Auckland.

For our members, we will shortly be providing you with
access to our internal SharePoint site, where you will find  Left to right - Ray Finch, Hon David Seymour
our newsletters, policies, surveys and much more. and Sophia Malthus during TVNZ filming

Housing Strategy

Our Housing Strategy is now in full swing, as we continue the fast-paced journey with the Ministry
of Housing and Urban Development. We have secured a $100 million property fund to build over
160 homes for people with physical disabilities.

The homes will be designed bespoke with accessibility forefront of the purpose, and the
technology applied within the homes will be to a level that encourages / allows for as much
independence as possible.

We will pave the way to prevent young people from being forced to live in aged care facilities,
allowing many to move out of their current situations and be welcomed into their community as
active vibrant citizens of New Zealand.


https://www.rnz.co.nz/national/programmes/ninetonoon/audio/2019022552/spinal-rehab-centre-re-opens-after-five-year-closure
https://www.rnz.co.nz/national/programmes/ninetonoon/audio/2019022552/spinal-rehab-centre-re-opens-after-five-year-closure
https://www.facebook.com/LFTAuckland
https://www.linkedin.com/company/laura-fergusson-auckland/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.laurafergusson.co.nz/

A call for Support

While we have contracted our landscapers to complete quarterly maintenance, we are looking
to form a Beagle Avenue Gardening Committee and would love to hear from any of our
members that would like to volunteer their time to assist where they can. Please reach out to
Sandy on sandyh@Ift.co.nz or 09 524 0537 during office hours.

Kind Regards

Ray Finch
Chief Executive Officer
Email: rayf@Ift.co.nz
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