
To: Members of Laura Fergusson Trust – Auckland 

 
 

From: Ray Finch, Chief Executive Officer 

Date: 7 October 2025 

Subject: October 2025 Newsletter 

 

Dear members of Laura Fergusson Trust 

I trust you are all well and as excited as we are for the imminent summer and longer days ahead. With the 
AGM fast approaching, we wanted to use this newsletter as advanced notice.  

So, please save the date for the 2025 AGM to be held in the RYAC Combined Room at Hyundai Akarana 
Marine Centre on Tamaki Drive on Wednesday 26th November at 11.30am, followed by refreshments.  

A formal notice will be sent out in due course however here is a timeline of the important dates for motions, 
nominations and proxies in line with the Laura Fergusson Trust Inc. Constitution approved in August 2024 for 
your information. 

Action Opening Date Closing Date 

Board Nominations  Tuesday 21 October Wednesday 5 November 5.00pm 

RSVP’s Tuesday 21 October Monday 10 November 5.00pm 

Motions Open now Tuesday 28 November 5.00pm 

Membership renewal  Open now Monday 24 November 11.00am 

Proxys due On receipt of the AGM pack in 
November 

Tuesday 25 November 11.00am 

We will be sending out notices as in previously years so that you have all the information you need for the 
2025 AGM in November. 

Beagle Avenue – Transitional Housing Support 

Since our last newsletter in, the LFT team has worked hard with our project partners, Auckland Council and 
ASSEMBLE, the team tasked to get the work requiring consent in good order to finalise our building consent 
application. This work includes the installation of a fire suppression system, fire rating the home 
appropriately, an upgrade of the fire alarm system, ensuring the emergency egress routes are fully fire 
rated, the remodelling of the two bathrooms to ensure we have safe and compliant wet rooms. 

While consent is imminent, other work continues with the installation of the new ramp at the entrance of #10 
Beagle. The newly renovated gardens have enjoyed the late winter/spring rain and are starting to look lush 
and established. 

Once the renovation is complete, we will arrange an open day for members to come and visit the house 
and be part of a blessing, expected pre-Christmas assuming we get through council without delay. 

Introducing Emily Steel – Clinical and Community Innovation Lead 

In September, we welcomed Emily formally as LFT’s Clinical and Community Innovation Lead. Emily will be 
working to embed clinical strength into the research, rehabilitation and housing work we’re embarking on 
while also focussed on growing our community reach and overseeing all partnerships with other 
organisations and grant funders  

Note from Emily: 

Kia ora! I’m Emily Steel, and I’m thrilled to be part of the Laura Ferguson Trust team. I am a Registered 
Occupational Therapist and spent much of my early career working in spinal rehabilitation, both in Sydney 
and Auckland. Those years gave me a deep appreciation of the challenges and opportunities that exist for 
people living with disability.  



From there, I moved into the disability funding sector, where I was able to explore broader systems-level 
change. This shift really cemented my passion for equity, accessibility, and community engagement, and I 
continue to carry those values into everything I do. 

Joining the Laura Ferguson Trust has been a welcoming next step in my journey. The Trust has been such an 
important part of Auckland’s rehabilitation history, and I can remember using the rehab facility myself when 
I was working as a clinician. It’s a privilege now to be part of the team helping shape what the future of the 
Trust looks like & delivering great outcomes.  

  

Outside of work, life is lively, full and fun. I’m kept pretty busy with being 
mum to three children, (14, 11 & 9), who keep life interesting with their 
many sporting and school commitments, whether on the sidelines or being 
their personal uber driver! Add to that our fur children, a busy dog and a 
fussy cat – who both make sure there’s always movement in our 
household! 

Being part of the Laura Ferguson Trust is an exciting opportunity to 
contribute to a legacy of rehabilitation, support, and innovation, while 
helping shape a future that continues to make a real difference for the 
people and communities we serve.  

I look forward to meeting with you at upcoming events. 

Congratulations – Sophia Malthus 

The LFT team is very proud of Board member, Sophia Malthus, 
who was admitted to the Bar in the Auckland High Court 
recently, presented by fellow Board member Greg Horton.  

As any lawyer in New Zealand has done, Sophia has completed 
many years of intensive study to complete her Bachelor of Laws 
Degree and Professional Legal Studies Course to reach this 
fantastic achievement. 

Sophia Malthus with Greg Horton post event  

 

 

Have a wonderful month everyone  

We look forward to hosting you at the AGM next month. 

Regards 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ray Finch 
Chief Executive Officer 
Email: rayf@lft.co.nz  
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